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Present: Gerry Barron, Cindy Bryce, Yue Chen, Mary Derkach, Ying Ding, Patricia Documet, Jim 
Fabisiak, David Finegold, Nancy Glynn, Robin Leaf, Sarah Minion, and John Shaffer  

The meeting was called to order at 1:33pm by Dr. Patricia Documet, Chair.  

 

MPH Committee Update 

Dr. Martha Terry attending the meeting to provide an update on the MPH committee’s progress over 
the past quarter. The MPH committee is comprised of the MPH program directors, core course 
instructors, students, and ex-officio members. She noted that there were three major updates from 
the committee.  

- The committee is moving forward with the standardization of MPH practicum forms however, the 
project is on hold as higher priority projects now need to be completed. Robin is assisting the 
committee and will move forward with the implementation and standardization of the forms when 
possible.    

- Last spring the committee drafted a school-wide policy on the timing and process surrounding 
master’s essays and thesis. Specifically, this policy notes when master’s committee members are to 
be asked to serve on committees by students and notes the timeline of when the committee 
members are to receive drafts of essays/ thesis for review. She reminded the EPCC committee 
members that they should go back to their departments to inform and remind, if necessary, their 
departmental faculty and students of this policy. The committee requested to view the policy. Robin 
sent the policy to the EPCC members during the meeting. Nancy Glynn, EPIDEM representative, 
noted that in the MPH handbook this policy is noted along with further details. She will be sending 
this section of the handbook to Robin to share with the committee.  
 
- The committee has also been reviewing the new CEPH MPH competencies to decide how to divide 
them up across the core courses, departmental courses, and deciding at what level the competency 
will be covered in an overview type course, capstone/ ending course, or pushed to a departmental 
course. These new competencies are for the MPH program overall, and each department must in 
addition have five specific departmental level competencies. All of these competencies are coming 
from CEPH now; they will no longer come from ASPPH. At the March MPH meeting the committee 
will review what competencies would fit best into an overview type course, capstone type course, 
and other courses.  

ACTION: Dr. Terry will visit the committee again in next three to four months to provide further 
updates on the committee’s progress and initiatives.  

 

 

 



Course Modification Re-Visit EPIDEM 2610 Molecular epidemiology – tools and techniques 

Dr. Jennifer Adibi and Dr. Alison Kuipers attending the meeting to provide a revised syllabus and to 
update the committee on the revisions made to the course’s learning objectives. Jennifer also noted 
that she reached out to a few individuals to assist with covering the epidemiology genetic component 
of the course. She was able to connect with Dr. Jeremy Martinson from IDM, who will be covering 
the content in three lectures. She noted that he is a great selection as the students will already know 
him and he is a fantastic teacher. Jennifer also provided some feedback from the department in that 
they are excited about this course and that it is a course that has been needed in the curriculum. The 
learning objectives are improved and they are now measurable. Jennifer and Alison both stated that 
they were happy to have gone through this exercise.   

ACTION: The committee voted to approve this course. The letter to the committee will include a note 
to ensure that the facilities are viable in the Parran Lab Annex for the course.  

 

HUGEN bulk course description update 

Dr. John Shaffer from HUGEN presented the committee with a bulk course description update for 
HUGEN courses. The HUGEN curriculum committee requested the instructors to review the 
descriptions. HUGEN completed the EPCC table. The changes compiled are fairly minor updates to 
the course description. A lot of descriptions were simplified. John stated that one for the major issues 
was that the course descriptions were written by individuals who no longer teach the class.  

ACTION: approved.  

 
Updates from the Associate Dean for Education, Robin Leaf for Eleanor Feingold/ Jessie 
Burke 

Robin reported that BIOST 2011 will not be moving back to the fall semester.  

 

Follow-up from February Council Meeting, Patricia Documet and Robin Leaf 

Patricia informed the committee that she reported to Council at the February meeting the research 
and data that was reviewed at the last EPCC meeting. As well as the committee’s decision to keep 
the GRE policy as is. The Dean was pleased to hear of these details and requested a one page 
summary of the literature review and list of GRE requirements from other ASPPH member schools.  

ACTION: Patricia will work on this for the Dean.  

 

Update on EPCC Web Form 

Robin Leaf reported that the Web form project is still on the list of tasks to complete in collaboration 
with the Dean’s Office IT team. There have been other high priority IT projects and staff vacancies 
and leaves. It was noted that the form will now need to be able to handle the bulk course description 
updates.  



ACTION: Robin will re-initiate this project with the IT team and keep the EPCC updated as it 
progresses. 

 

Course Modification HPM 2055 Health Systems Engineering Seminar 

Wes Rohrer, HPM, and Barry Ross, HPM adjunct faculty, presented the course modification. This 
class is a core course in the HSE certificate program, which was developed by a partnership with the 
Swanson School of Engineering. The idea was to bring in Industrial Engineering students to the 
department, and involve the MHA students. The course focuses on process engineering and health 
systems design issues. The certificate has had an uneven development in the program due to the 
change in faculty in Industrial Engineering. Mr. Ross holds an appointment in both schools. Early on 
this course was a non-credit seminar and was included in the certificate program. It is an integral 
part of the program as it highlights new trends and issues, as well as recruits new students for the 
program. The department decided last year that the course needed to be increased to one credit. 
The course will continue to keep current with the field and Mr. Ross will select outside speakers and 
new topics to integrate into the class. The committee requested that the learning objectives be 
revised to be active and to be based upon Bloom’s Taxonomy, and to submit a list, for informational 
purposes of the committee, of the frequent guest lectures and a mini bio of each guest lecturer. The 
committee also noted that an increase in the overall credit requirement for the certificate program 
could decrease the overall certificate enrollment.  

Action:  The committee approved the course with the changes to be made to modify the learning 
objectives, and to send a more detailed and to circulate to the committee.  
 

Approval of February Meeting Minutes 

The February meeting minutes were accidentally left out of the PDF packet. The committee will vote 
on the minutes via e-mail.  
 
Update: The February meeting minutes were approved after the meeting via e-mail vote.  

 

The original April meeting date of Thursday, April 6 was re-scheduled for March 30 (1:30-3:30pm), 
due to the conflict with a Dean’s Day poster session. The room for 3/30 will be sent once a room is 
reserved.   

The committee discussed the summer meeting schedule and decided upon the following dates:  
May 4 (this date was already set), 
June 1, 
June 29 (for July meeting),  
August 3.  
The time remains the same for the meetings as 1:30-3:30pm.  
The room(s) for the meetings will be sent out once reservations are confirmed. 
If a meeting over the summer can be cancelled, due to lack of time sensitive proposals or urgent 
matters for the committee’s review, it will be and advance notice will be provided.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:14pm.  


